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Message from the Chairman

It always gives me great satisfaction to introduce 
the annual report of the Ananta Centre. Each issue 
strengthens my belief that constructive change is 
possible, one important conversation at a time.

Change is the consequence of action.
As the world grapples with climate change, economic 

disparities, social injustice, and geopolitical tensions, it is 
becoming increasingly important to have institutions like 
the Ananta Centre that work to inspire exemplary action 
through leadership and dialogue.

Public policy is an important area of work for the 
Centre. It holds public sessions and roundtables to help 
different groups exchange ideas and perspectives. The 
discussions this year focused on issues that are becom-
ing increasingly critical for India’s development: energy 
and fuels, technology and R&D, and crypto digitization. 
International conversations were crucial as well. Experts 
from 20 different countries convened for the Digital 
Roundtables on China’s Foreign Policy Towards Asia to 
share perspectives on China’s engagement with the key 
regions in its neighbourhood. The Centre also convened a 
roundtable on the India-UAE Partnership to deliberate on 
the opportunities available to both countries in the wake 
of CEPA. Signing the agreement has unlocked a hundred 
billion dollars in bilateral trade; both countries need to 
create conditions under which economic, technological, 
and regional cooperation can move forward.

The Ananta Centre held the Trilateral Commission 
Plenary meeting in New Delhi this year. This was the 
first plenary meeting held in India and commemorated 

the 50th anniversary of the Commission. The plenary 
covered a wide range of key topics, including India’s 
politics, economy, and society; the war in Ukraine; geo-
politics in the Indo-Pacific; the global food crisis; supply 
chains; and whether social media enhances or under-
mines democracy.

The Ambassador Series also grew in strength. This 
initiative is unique in that it allows an audience to in-
teract with ambassadors and high commissioners and 
understand various aspects of the relationships between 
the countries. Recovery was a recurrent theme across 
these conversations.

The pandemic has forced all of us to re-evaluate busi-
ness as usual in the face of uncertainty.

In uncertain times, countries look to their leaders for 
solutions. Godrej Ideas India 2022, a leadership initiative 
of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Fellows, based its deliberations 
on this very theme. An eclectic set of leaders and think-
ers from across sectors and regions converged to discuss 
stewardship in times of uncertainty.

This annual report highlights the Centre’s work but, 
more importantly, underscores the power of collective 
action in addressing the most pressing challenges of 
our time. I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude 
to each of you who have placed your trust in Ananta 
and its mission. Your generosity and support are what 
propel us forward.

Let us continue to work towards a more just, peace-
ful, and prosperous world in the future.

JAMSHYD GODREJ
Chairman, Ananta Centre

“The pandemic has forced all of us to 

re-evaluate business as usual in the face 

of uncertainty.”
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6 February 2023 / Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy aims 
to foster economic, security and political interest in the 
region. Ananta Centre’s CEO, Indrani Bagchi, engaged in an 
energetic and dynamic interaction with Canada’s Foreign 
Minister, Mélanie Joly, over their new Indo-Pacific strategy. 
The interaction discussed benefits, resilient supply chain, 
sustainable growth, shared perception of security, politics 
and economics in the region. The platform provided a deep 
understanding of India and Canada’s shared vision of the 
region and recognising areas of collaboration to achieve 
goals to shape the future of the Indo-Pacific. 

24 May – 14 june 2022 / The Ananta Centre, in conjunction, 
with the Centre for Contemporary China Studies convened 
the 2nd series of Digital Roundtables on ‘China’s Foreign 
Policy Towards Asia’, bringing together 57 experts from 20 
different countries to share their perspectives on China’s 
engagement with the key regions in its neighbourhood. 
Four roundtables were held on key themes, focusing on 
each region in China’s neighbourhood :

	○ China and South East Asia 
	○ Central Asia & China 
	○ China & East Asia: Assertion in The Backyard 

11 may 2022 / The Ananta Centre and the Embassy of the 
United Arab Emirates in New Delhi convened a roundtable 
titled ‘India-UAE Partnership: Unfolding opportunities’ on 
11th May 2022. 

The interaction on emerging avenues of cooperation 
and opportunities between India and UAE was held with 
Abdulla Bin Touq Al Marri, UAE Minister of Economy; 
Ahmad Belhoul Al Falasi, UAE Minister of State for Entre-
preneurship & SMEs; Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador 
to India. Anuj Poddar, Executive Director, Bajaj Electricals 
Limited & Trustee, Ananta Centre chaired the roundtable. 

The roundtable recognized that the signing of the 
UAE-India CEPA unlocked a hundred billion dollars of bilat-
eral trade over the next five years between the two nations. 
The participants acknowledged an opportunity for both 
the countries to work towards regional security, to create 

a larger condition under which the economic cooperation, 
technological cooperation, and regional civilization can 
move forward. The deliberations was closed-door and held 
under Chatham House rules.

CONVERSATION

Interaction with Mélanie Joly, 
Canadian Foreign Minister, on 
Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy

CONVERSATION

India and the US: The Decade Ahead

ROUNDTABLE

China’s Foreign Policy Towards Asia

ROUNDTABLE

India-UAE Partnership: Unfolding 
Opportunities

TRIBUTE

Tribute to Shinzo Abe: His legacy and 
the future of Indo-Pacific

Public Sessions & Roundtables

22 july 2022 / The tragic assassination of the former 
Japanese PM Shinzo Abe not only shocked the world, it 
prompted a reflection on how many geopolitical alignments 
changed because Prime Minister Abe imagined a different 
global system. Certainly, India lost a friend. From the first 
strategic partnership with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
in 2006 to the ‘special partnership’ between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Abe-san straddled India’s political divides 

with ease. We at Ananta Centre too have lost a friend. Over 
the past 15 years, our Japan portfolio has grown enormously 

– from strategic dialogues to MPs exchanges and the In-
dia-Japan Forum, Ananta has worked hard to establish deep 
bonds with our partners in Japan. Abe-san was a staunch 
supporter of our work, and was always available for our 
delegations whenever they visited Japan, making time to 
meet them, quiz them on the outcome of the dialogues, offer 
suggestions and ideas.

On July 22, Ananta Centre put together a tribute to 
Shinzo Abe by a high level panel from all the Quad countries 

– Abe-san is generally regarded as the father of the Quad. 
Foreign minister S. Jaishankar and Ananta’s founder trustee 
Tarun Das joined from India, Kurt Campbell, Indo-Pacific 
Coordinator at the White House and John Hamre, President 
and CEO, CSIS; Tony Abbott, former PM of Australia and 
Tomohiko Taniguchi and Eichi Hasegawa, Abe-san’s closest 
advisers joined in from different corners of the world.

STRATEGIC DIALOGUE

India-Bangladesh Strategic Dialogue

18 May 2022 / Ananta Centre, with the Centre for Policy 
Dialogue (CPD), Dhaka, convened the inaugural In-
dia-Bangladesh Strategic Dialogue, held virtually. Vikram 
Doraiswami, then Indian High Commissioner to Bangla-
desh addressed the members. The dialogue, co-chaired 
by Naushad Forbes, Chairman, Ananta Aspen Centre, and 
Fahmida Khatun, Executive Director, Centre for Policy 
Dialogue, focused on:

	○ Strengthening people-to-people ties
	○ Geopolitics and Strategy
	○ Climate Change and Energy 
	○ Indo-Pacific and Cooperation in regional and global 

multilateral organizations 
	○ Infrastructure, Trade, Investment, and Economic 

Cooperation 
	○ Defence Cooperation and Humanitarian Crisis 
	○ Water and Border Issues 

16 february 2023 / To mark the successful conclusion of the 
annual Tata Sons – Hoover Institution Roundtable Discus-
sion, Ananta Centre collaborated with the roundtable hosts 
on a public session. The hour-long conversation explored 
new avenues of collaboration in the India-US relationship, 
which is arguably the most consequential bilateral of the 
twenty-first century. It stands poised to set the rules of the 
road across many arenas – a free and open Indo-Pacific, 
I2U2, cybersecurity, AI, friend-shoring and much more. 

	○ China in West Asia – Stepping in a Vacuum?
 
The roundtables recognized that although China has made 
concerted efforts to promote the concept of a ‘harmoni-
ous worldview’, declaring itself a responsible great power 
and dispelling fears of a China threat, this does not mean 
that China’s neighbours are not wary about its increasing 
influence, which has significant political, military, and 
economic implications for the region. All deliberations 
in the series were closed-door and held virtually under 
Chatham House Rule.

INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL8 9



The Ambassador Series

Green Strategic Partnership: Re-
energising India Denmark Relations

The Philippines: India’s New Indo-
Pacific partner

India’s UNSC Presidency: New 
approach for Reformed Multi-
lateralism and Counter Terrorism

India-Indonesia: Recover Together, Recover Stronger

16 JUNE 2022 / The ‘Green Strategic Partnership’ between 
India and Denmark came into being on 28 September 2020 
for making the countries both greener and eco-friendly. The 
partnership has multiple layers that help both the countries 
to cooperate and engage in dialogue. The core elements 
of this Partnership are water, energy, climate and green 
finance. This special session with Freddy Svane, Ambassa-
dor of Denmark to India, chaired by Indrani Bagchi, Chief 
Executive Officer, Ananta Centre had provided insights into 
new avenues for cooperation between the two countries.

5 APRIL 2022 / The India-Philippines relationship has tradi-
tionally centred itself around trade and commerce, political 
cooperation, and people-to-people ties. As the Indo-Pacific 
gains focus, so has the partnership in areas such as defence, 
security, cybersecurity, healthcare, and advanced technol-
ogies like AI. The Brahmos deals between the two countries 
clearly outline a strengthened and forward-looking bilateral 
relationship. This special session with Shambhu S. Kumaran, 

20 DECEMBER 2022 / In its eighth term in the UNSC, India’s 
priorities are reformed multilateralism and counterterror-
ism. The universal threat of terrorism requires a collective 
global response from all UN member states. This special 
session with Ruchira Kamboj, Permanent Representative of 
India to the United Nations, chaired by Harsh V. Pant, Vice 

The Ambassador Series engages with ambassadors and heads of foreign missions to facilitate ex-
pansion of India’s multi-dimensional ties with countries across the world. It is a unique initiative 
that allows an audience to interact with ambassadors and high commissioners and understand 
various aspects of the relationships between the countries.

20 SEPTEMBER 2022 / India-Indonesia relations have gained 
strength and shared diversity, philosophies, multi-ethnic 
nuances, and historical and developmental experiences. 
India and Indonesia have recovered together as they worked 
hand in hand against the COVID-19 pandemic through 
continuous exchange of medical supplies between the two 

 Freddy Svane with Indrani Bagchi

 Gopal Baglay with C. Raja Mohan

 Ina Hagniningtyas Krishnamurthi with Gurjit Singh

 Shambhu S. Kumaran with Pramit Pal Chaudhuri

 Ruchira Kamboj with Harsh V. Pant

Ambassador of India to Philippines, chaired by Pramit Pal 
Chaudhuri, Columnist and former Foreign Editor, Hindu-
stan Times and Visiting Fellow, Ananta Aspen Centre had 
provided insights into new avenues for cooperation between 
the two countries.

countries. India and Indonesia have recovered from the 
pandemic with robust economic growth, and stronger ties 
which will prove beneficial to the Indo-Pacific region at large. 
This special session with Ina Hagniningtyas Krishnamurthi, 
Ambassador of Indonesia to India, chaired by Gurjit Singh, 
former Ambassador of India to Indonesia, provided new 
avenues for cooperation between the two countries.

President, Studies and Foreign Policy, Observer Research 
Foundation, provided many insights on India’s approach 
towards reformed multilateralism and vital areas for the 
two countries to hold discourse and collaborate on.

Sri Lanka crisis: Role of India and the 
way forward

8 August 2022 / The Sri Lanka economic crisis has been a 
test of India’s role as a first responder in the region through 
its ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy. The India-Sri Lanka re-
lationship is alive to the various economic and political 
geographies in the emergent Indo-Pacific. This special in-
teractive session with Gopal Baglay, High Commissioner of 
India to Sri Lanka, chaired by C. Raja Mohan, Senior Fellow, 

Asia Society Policy Institute, New Delhi provided insights 
into new avenues of cooperation between the two countries.

INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL10 11



Trilateral Commission The Trilateral Commission Asia Pacific Group

Annual Plenary Meeting
10–12 March 2023, New Delhi, India

Regional Meeting
19–20 november 2022, tokyo, japan

The Trilateral Commission New Delhi Plenary meeting was 
held betwen 10–12 March, 2023. Over 260 members and 
guests attended the first plenary meeting held in India. 
The Plenary also commemorated the 50th Anniversary of 
the Commission which was celebrated with a gala hosted 
by the Indian Group.

During the three days of meetings, participants heard 
from S. Jaishankar, India’s Minister for External Affairs; 
Gan Kim Yong, Singapore’s Minister for Trade and Industry; 

The Trilateral Commission Asia Pacific Group Regional 
Meeting was held to promote dialogue on key issues facing 
the international community.  Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Japan Yoshimasa Hayashi also gave a speech and held 
discussions with the participants from Asia Pacific Group. 

The discussions focused on the current political, 
security, economic, and social situations of countries in Asia 
Pacific; the normalization of fiscal and monetary policies in 
the post-COVID era and its impact on emerging economies; 

and Taro Kono, Japan’s Minister for Digital Transformation, 
among others.

Indicating India’s growing importance on the global 
stage, the plenary covered a wide range of key topics such 
as Indian politics, economy, and society, alongside the war 
in Ukraine, geopolitics in Indo-Pacific, the global food crisis, 
supply chains, and whether social media enhances or un-
dermines democracy.

new geo-economic conditions and supply chains; emerging 
regional frameworks; and the impact of new technologies 
on people’s lives and on policy. The meeting recognised 
the need to engage China in the Asia-Pacific as the region’s 
largest economy. The discussion further expanded into 
current geopolitical events and India’s engagement with 
regional geopolitical realities.

INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL12 13



The India-US Forum

Co-chairs
Vinay Kwatra, Foreign Secretary, Government of 
India; Jamshyd N. Godrej, Chairman, Ananta Centre 
and Chairman & MD, Godrej & Boyce Manufacturing 
Company Limited

Co-hosts
Ananta Centre and Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt of India

Speakers included
S. Jaishankar, Minister of External Affairs, Government 
of India; Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister for Housing & 
Urban Affairs & Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, 
Government of India; Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister of 
Railways, Communications and Electronics & Informa-
tion Technology; Antony Blinken, US Secretary of State; 
Gina Raimondo, US Secretary of Commerce; Jennifer 
Granholm, US Secretary of Energy; N. Chandrasekaran, 
Chairperson, Tata Sons

The first in-person edition of the Forum since the 
pandemic was bigger and better than ever before. 
Held in January, 2023 it brought together 200 eminent 

representatives from across stakeholder groups under one 
roof including three Indian Cabinet ministers and three US 
Cabinet Secretaries.

A closed-door engagement held under the Chatham 
House Rules, the Forum reaffirmed the depth of the bilateral 
relationship and explored new avenues of collaboration 
in the Indo-Pacific, defence production, emerging tech, 
data governance, energy, supply chains, climate change, 
G20, trade, and economic engagement while assessing the 
evolution of the great power dynamics in the aftermath of 
the pandemic, the Russia-Ukraine war and other geopo-
litical shifts. 

High level engagements and bilateral summits have 
intensified and indicate a growing commitment by the lead-
ership on both sides. Looking ahead, New Delhi and Wash-
ington must continue to build on their strategic convergence 
and partner closely as India takes on the G-20 Presidency.

INTERNATIONAL14



Salient points 

	○ Friend-shoring should not become a euphemism for 
de-globalisation. A cautionary tale, given the preeminent 
position of the US and India’s position in the G20 this 
year, there are two risks. First is the slowing growth 
and second is ill anticipation of financial accidents after 
decades of liquidity. This is where the US and the G20 
need to come together.

	○ To become geopolitically strategic, India-US relations 
have to become more strategic in economics and tech-
nology. India has been proactive in taking this relation-
ship forward, resulting in a growing confidence in each 
other. The continuing implications of the pandemic on 
the global economy, the fundamental questions it raised 
about supply chains and reliance of the global economy 
on a single country are still in play.

	○ The sign of a mature relationship is having multiple lines 
of efforts, whether it is political investment or strategic 
imperatives. If too much burden falls on “the next big 
thing” and it does not actualise then the relationship is 
considered to have failed in some ways. Strategic con-
vergence in the Indo-Pacific can be considered “the 
next big thing”.

	○ Two new domains have emerged— technology and the 

need to diversify supply chains out of China into geog-
raphies that can be trusted. This will entail a degree of 
home shoring and friend shoring. It does not mean there 
will be complete agreement and alignment. 

	○ Neither the US nor India control the means of produc-
tion over technology. A lot of the technology used around 
the world is produced by China. Both governments are 
pushing forward on various actions to be taken against 
China on technology. There will be a lot of US companies 
that would want to move out of the Chinese markets 
into markets around the region. Companies will have 
to be incentivised to move to India and South East Asia, 
places with like-minded values.

	○ The issues of data governance and data trade should be 
recognised as central to US-India shared interests and 
shared security concerns.

	○ India and the US are extremely aligned right now, 
their shared vision for the Indo-Pacific is driven by a 
lot of convergence. Without a strong US-India defence 
partnership, a militarily capable US and a militarily 
capable India, there is no scope for maintaining a stable 
balance of power in the region. Increasingly, those ca-
pabilities have to be interoperable so they can respond 
to crises together.

	○ The US-India Initiative on Critical and Emerging Tech-

nologies (iCET) and other initiatives in the US Depart-
ment of Justice (DoD) are a big focus of their bilateral 
conversations.

	○ The ecosystem of challenges experienced by India and 
the US across the maritime stretch of the Indo-Pacific 
makes the Indian Ocean an opportune area of discov-
ering and shaping new partnerships. Conceptually, 
one of the challenges in the Indo-Pacific is maritime 
multicentricity — within which the Indian Ocean is a 
key central focus.

	○ In the next 30 years, India is going to face an energy 

demand which is equal to the size of the European 
Union’s current energy demand. India has to be able 
to use the fact that it is a major player in the energy 
segment going forward. The US will play a pivotal role 
not only in supporting India’s rise as a global power but 
also in supporting India’s rise as a global superpower for 
green energy. The bilateral SCEP gives a strong platform 
to focus on the shared decarbonisation challenge. 

	○ Critical minerals security requires resilience and fore-
sight which the world has not yet shown. Forums like 
the Quad have to figure out how to get access to these 
raw materials.

	○ There is a huge pipeline of Indian students into America 
and that is worth preserving. There are many issues 
around visas and immigration that the US needs to deal 
with domestically. It should be highlighted that this is 
a positive two-way exchange. There has been talk of a 
“million talent programmes”. To bring in talent from 
around the world to work together in STEM, India is a 
key place. This two-way flow of talent should continue 
to build the ties between people in these fields.

INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL16 17



INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL18 19



L E A D E R S H I P



Ideas India, an initiative led and driven by 
the Kamalnayan Bajaj Fellows, encourages 
discussion on a set of pressing themes and 
critical challenges faced by society. The event 
draws an eclectic set of leaders and thinkers 
from across sectors and regions to engage in 
text-based dialogues and specially curated 
sessions designed to help reflect on one's 
values and spur them into action.

Stewardship in Times of Uncertainty drew a stream 
of Ananta Aspen fellows to one of India’s oldest cities, 
Varanasi. Ideas India 2022 signalled a shift towards re-
defining leadership goals in a transformed world. The 
Socratic Dialogue, a unique and reflective module of 
Ananta Centre deliberated on humility, selflessness, 
humanity and honesty. The mesmerizing eighty-min-
ute session on Diversity and Difference led by the 
Tamasha group from Mumbai warmed all our hearts. 

The artists took us through a whirlwind of emotions 
through music and dialogue. The action dialogues 
and theMasterclasses, curated by the Leadership 
team, touched upon several pertinent issues. Con-
versations ranged from rewriting the social contract 
to sustainable community, public health and mental 
health. Shared stories and conversations among 
Ananta Aspen fellows reinvigorated the collective 
responsibility to transform society with a reimagined 
sense of purpose

“True leadership is not about 
being the loudest voice in the 
room, but rather about inspiring 
others to find their own unique 
voices and empowering them to 
create a harmonious symphony 
of collective brilliance.”
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The Ananta Values-Based Leadership course was the first 
virtual leadership programme launched by us during 
lockdown last year. This course used Socratic dialogues 
to explore the tensions between achieving goals through 
leadership while being anchored in values. The course is 
designed for accomplished leaders to build purpose in 
their lives and their organisations through honing tradi-
tional skills.

The Ananta Values-based Leadership Programme is 
based on our flagship Kamalnayan Bajaj Fellowship and 
the GP Birla Fellowship. This is a three-seminar course and 
must be taken in sequence.

Seminar 1: 14 – 18 November, 2022
Seminar 2: 09 – 13 January, 2023
Seminar 3: 13 – 17 March, 2023

Class 4 was held successfully and was moderated by Pallav 
Patankar, Vice President, Digital Bharat Collaborative, 
Piramal Swasthya, Kamalnayan Bajaj Fellow and Lavanya 
Nalli, Vice-Chairperson, Nalli Silk Sarees Pvt. Ltd, Kamal-
nayan Bajaj Fellow. Seventeen Fellows graduated from 
this edition.

The alumni include senior management from Forbes 
Marshall, JCB India Ltd, Ambuja Neotia, Jet Synthesis, 
Giving Tuesday among others.

Ananta Values-Based Leadership
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P U B L I C  P O L I C Y



The G20 Summit Series 2023, organized by 
the Ananta Centre, provides a comprehen-
sive examination of the challenges facing the 
international community as India assumes 
the G20 Presidency. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has had a significant impact on global econ-
omies and societies, and the Summit aims to 
address the ongoing economic recovery and 
efforts to mitigate the pandemic’s long-term 
effects. Additionally, the Summit will address 
rising geopolitical tensions, food and energy 
security concerns, growing debt distress, and 
inflationary pressures.

“The key long-term challenge 
for developing nations like ours 
is to drive economic growth by 
creating employment oppor-
tunities in higher productivity 
sectors. Promotion policies 
should focus on labor-in-
tensive industries such as 
apparel, footwear, food process-
ing, & tourism.”

PUBLIC POLICY PUBLIC POLICY28 29

LiFE: India's Mission for Green 
Transition

Fuels of the Future: Envisaging a 
Global Alliance on Biofuels

Crypto Digitisation:
The Next Chapter

Speakers: Arunabha Ghosh, Nidhi Madan
Moderator: James Abraham

Speakers: André Corrêa do Lago, Rahool Pai Panandiker
Moderator: Pramit Pal Chaudhuri

Speakers: Arnab Kumar, Jaideep Reddy
Moderator: Srikumar Misra

31 JAnuary 2023 / The Development Working Group 
meeting observed LiFE (Lifestyle for the Environment) as a 
major part of its G20 Green agenda, with an aim to integrate 
development and climate issues. Our first session under 
this series focused on the primary objective of this initiative 
and ways make the lifestyle of people environment-friendly 
and sustainable. This conversation also explored LiFE as 
a concept for commercial benefits andexplored methods 
to provide economic services that fit into the LiFE vision.

22 february 2023 / The Government of India stated that 
under India’s G20 Presidency they will advocate for a global 
alliance on biofuels at the G20 summit. This discussion 
focused on what the global agreement in regards to bio fuels 
should be about and what methods can the G20 nations in 
the world adopt to implement them.

28 march 2023 / As part of its G20 Presidency agenda, India 
is seeking to get governments to agree to a common regula-
tory framework for crypto assets like Bitcoin and Ethereum. 
A collective global endeavor needs to be made to deal with 
a cutting edge digital technology that also carries with it 
considerable disruptive potential. Hence this discussion 
explored the future of crypto digitisation and how the G20 
nations can come together to make this possible.

THE G20 SUMMIT SERIES 2023

Speakers: Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Ila Patnaik, Indira Rajaraman
Moderator: A.K. Bhattacharya

Speakers: Chandrajit Banerjee, Poonam Gupta, N.K. Singh
Moderator: A.K. Bhattacharya

Speakers: Naushad Forbes, Rajiv Kumar, Kavita Rao
Moderator: A.K. Bhattacharya

Is India Facing a Twin-Deficit 
Challenge?

Budget 2023 – What is in Store for 
You?

Union Budget 2023 & Beyond

23 august 2022 / With higher commodity prices and rising 
subsidy burden leading to an increase in both fiscal and 
current account deficit, it was the first time the government 
had explicitly talked about the possibility of fiscal slippage in 
the current fiscal year. Key matters such as India’s position 
on international trade agreements, the accurate reflection of 
the central deficit and the way forward with the twin-deficit 
challenge were discussed in this session.

19 december 2022 / The pre-budget session for our economy 
and policy series discussed ideas, tax proposals and policy 
goals that can help the 2023-24 Union Budget make an 
impact on the Indian economy. The session shaped an un-
derstanding of a possible route for the Budget and examined 
possible government proposals to steer the economy to a 
higher growth path.

16 february 2023 / The presentation of the Union Budget 
for 2023–24 provided clarity on how the government intends 
to overcome India’s financial challenges. This session dis-
cussed the target areas for the 2023-24 Union Budget and 
further examined the policy announcements, growth as-
sumptions, revenue projections and expenditure priorities 
of the Union government.



“Science tends to not respect 
borders, innovation tends to 
be much more geographically 
limited. The goal of science is to 
be first, the goal of innovation is 
to win in the market.”

Pure Science Roundtables

India’s R&D ambitions: Challenges 
and Imperatives

2 june 2022 & 29 september 2022

The Ananta Centre and the Centre for Technology, Innova-
tion and Economic Research (CTIER) organized a closed-
door round table discussion on India’s R&D ambitions. The 
discussion on 2 June was on ‘Transforming India’s Public 
Research Landscape’. As with previous discussions, this 
discussion followed the Chatham House Rules to encourage 
candid discourse among the participants.

The second session focused on defence sector innovation 
and featured a select group of nearly 25 participants from 
industry, academic and policy organisations.

Nitin Desai 
Chairman, Governing Council, 
The Energy and Resources Institute 

Bhairavi Jani 
Executive Director, SCA Group & 
Chairperson, IEF 

Shobana Kamineni 
Executive Vice Chairperson, 
Apollo Hospitals Enterprise Ltd 

Sugata Bose 
Gardiner Professor of History, 
Harvard University 

James Abraham 
Founder & Director, Mynzo Carbon

Manoj Kumar 
CEO, Naandi Foundation 

Tarun Das
(Founding Trustee) 
Chairman, Sasakawa-India 
Leprosy Foundation

Sanjiv Goenka 
Chairman, RP-Sanjiv Goenka Group 

Jamshyd N. Godrej
(Founding Trustee)
Chairman, Ananta Centre; Chairman of the 
Board, Godrej & Boyce Mfg Co. Ltd 

Ananta Center Board of Trustees

PUBLIC POLICY30 31



Anuj Poddar 
Managing Director & CEO, 
Bajaj Electricals Limited

Shashi Tharoor 
Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha

Rajan Navani 
Vice Chairman & MD, JetSynthesys 
(Jetline Group of Companies)

Vipin Sondhi 
Former Managing Director & CEO, 
Ashok Leyland Ltd & JCB Ltd 

Harshavardhan Neotia 
Chairman, Ambuja Neotia Holdings Pvt. Ltd

B. J. Panda
(Founding Trustee) 
National Vice President, 
Bharatiya Janata Party 

SENIOR STAFF
Indrani Bagchi, CEO
Harshit Sehgal, Senior Director
Wikky Katyal, General Manager
Roshni Kerketta, Assistant Director
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