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Jamshyd N. Godrej,

John J. Sullivan,

Chairman, Ananta Centre and

Chairman of the Board, Godrej & Boyce Manufacturing

Company Limited (left) and

Deputy

Secretary of State, The United States (middle)

Navtej Sarna, Former

Ambassador of India to The United States (right), co-

chairs of the Forum with

THE FORUMINDIA–US

The third edition of The

India US Forum, co-

convened by Ananta Cen-

tre and the Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs, Government

of India was held on 16 –

17 August, 2019 in New

Delhi. It was co-chaired by

Mr. Jamshyd N. Godrej,

Chairman, Ananta Centre

and Chairman of the

Board, Godrej & Boyce

Manufacturing Company

Limited and Ambassador

Navtej Sarna, Former Am-

bassador of India to The

United States.

The India-US relationship

has become indispens-

able in today’s rapidly

evolving geopolitical envi-

ronment. In this unique,

first of its kind, platform

launched in 2017 dele-

gates from both countries

meet to exchange ideas,

build mutual trust and de-

velop a joint agenda for

future cooperation.

This third edition of the

Forum brought together

100 high quality speak-

ers/participants with the

largest delegation yet

from the US administra-

tion. The participants in-

cluded Indian cabinet

ministers and senior gov-

ernment officials, mem-

bers of US congress, rep-

resentatives from US ad-

ministration, business

leaders, CEOs, heads of

think tanks, academics,

INTRODUCTION

thought leaders, senior

journalists and authors.

The closed-door deliber-

ations, held under the

Chatham House Rule, dis-

cussed a variety of top-

ics of mutual interest for

both countries including

defence, security, en-

ergy, trade, combating

terrorism, disruptive

technologies, soft power,

multilateralism and coop-

eration in regions like

the Indo-Pacific & West

Asia.

The deliberations went

beyond political, geo-

graphical and economic

boundaries and dis-

cussed initiatives and

ways to take the Indo-US

bilateral relationship to

a new level.

The fourth edition of the

Forum will be convened

in 2020.�

S Jaishankar, Minister of External Affairs,

Governmentof India
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transformation is very

strong in India at pres-

ent, unlike ever before.

While there may be

some barriers to trade,

the Indian government

is eager to enhance the

ease of doing business

in the count ry and

there is scope for the

US to invest in various

domains like finance,

civil aviation, defence,

security, energy and in-

frastructure.

There needs to be

an institutional mecha-

nism to connect compa-

nies between the two

countries, highlight the

business opportunities

for both, and encour-

age entrepreneurship &

innovation, especially

in India.

•

�

to understand the trajec-

tories of those markets.

The aspiration of•

USD 5 trillion economy

is an entry point for In-

dia to achieve certain

goals and the vision for

The shared spirit and

values of democracy

are interwoven in the cul-

tural and strategic rela-

tionship between the

two countries.

Development of do-

mestic manufacturing, con-

sumerism and consump-

tion is essential for India.

The strengthened India US

relations leveraging the

full might of both coun-

tries' entrepreneurial re-

sources will make for a

great future partnership.

A stock of Indian

products sold in the US

and American products

sold in India is necessary

•

•

A WORLD OF POSSIBILITIES
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(From L–R) Senior Vice President, Chief Information Officer and Special

Advisor to the Chairman, Air Products; Founding Trustee, Ananta Centre and

Chairman, Institute of Economic Growth & Chief Executive Officer &

Managing Director, Tata Steel Ltd. And Vice President, Confederation of Indian Industry

Richard Boocock,

Tarun Das,

T V Narendran,

(From L–R) National Vice President and National Spokesperson, Bharatiya

Janata Party and Former Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha & Lok Sabha and

Member of the US House of Representatives (R-North Carolina)

B J Panda,

George Holding,
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encompassing issue-

based coalition in the

Indo-Pacific.

The interest ex-

pressed by China in be-

coming a mari t ime

power has had a signifi-

cant impact in the na-

•

INDIA, US AND THE
INDO-PACIFIC ORDER:
The Rise and Potential of the

Indo-Pacific as a Rules-based Conduit

of Connectivity, Maritime Diplomacy

& Economic Prosperity

Instances in the Indo-

Pacific region will af-

fect the rest of the world

and form the ground-

work for international

politics in the near fu-

ture. The larger question

deals with developing

state capacities to main-

tain an open system in

the region.

The Indo-Pacific is

not about the oceans

alone; it is also about the

rimlands and hinterlands

in the region. India and

the US need to find a

way of shaping the

geopolitical environment

and the new economic ar-

rangement which tie the

right forces across na-

tional borders.

In order to realize

the vision of becoming a

USD 5 trillion economy,

India will have to lever-

•

•

age the economic poten-

tial of the Indo-Pacific

and enhance trade that

is routed through the

South China Sea. The bal-

ance of power in the

Indo-Pacific is shifting

every day and the

strands of security and

geopolitics are entangled

with the region’s eco-

nomic potential.

The US is a natural

partner for India in the

pursuit of India’s eco-

nomic vision but, achiev-

ing it will require an all-

•

(From L–R) Former National Security Advisor, Government of

India & Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University

of Singapore

Shivshankar Menon,

C Raja Mohan,
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scent geopolitical archi-

tectures that have

sprouted in the Indo-

Pacific. Effective military

balance has been main-

tained in bits and pieces,

but China has already

shifted the balance in its

favour in the South

China Sea. Under this

backdrop, it becomes all

the more important for

India and the US to be

partners in the region

and prepare for an effec-

tive strategy.�

04

CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION
ON COMBATING TERRORISM &
VIOLENT EXTREMISM:
From the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Tonkin

(From L–R) Tata Chair for Strategic Affairs & Senior Fellow, Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace; President, International Republican

Institute & Co-founder & Principal, The Marathon Initiative and Senior

Advisor, WestExec Advisors

Ashley Tellis,

Daniel Twining,

Elbridge Colby,

The lack of consensus

on the definition of

“terrorism” or of what is

a “terrorist group”, some-

times hinders conver-

gence of views at the po-

litical level for necessary

military cooperation.

Counter-terrorism in-

volves two areas where

India and US could in-

•

crease cooperation: in-

telligence sharing and

mitigation of terror fi-

nancing systems. India re-

cently took an important

step to go after nefari-

ous groups as bulk cash

smuggling has become a

huge problem. Bitcoins

are now being used to

this end as well. While

the Financial Action Task

Force (FATF) is a good

multilateral framework

for countering terrorism

finance, we could de-

velop bilateral mecha-

nisms to aid the same.

The Chinese com-

mitment to become a

two-ocean navy, cou-

pled with other issues

emanating from non-

•

state actors on the wa-

ters, has created a need

for India to re-assess

the security matrix of

the Indian Ocean. The

alignment of India and

US in the Indo-Pacific

would be a necessary

facet of this matrix. Cur-

rently, military exer-

cises have worked to

build trust, which flows
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up to the diplomatic

level and strengthens

the overall relationship.

Prosecution of ter-

rorists is still an under-

developed process

which is being built with

real trials. For example,

much of the evidence in

the process of defeating

ISIS was not ready to be

used as evidence in civil-

ian court and it has been

a combined military-

civilian effort to come up

with protocols of what is

now called “battlefield

evidence”.

The ISIS threat has

been effectively miti-

gated as it has lost its

geographical power in

Iraq and Syria. The fight-

ers have gone back but

there hasn ’ t been

enough analysis on what

brought them together.

ISIS still has considerable

resources and remains a

lethal organization that

•

•

has demonstrated the en-

trepreneurial ability to

cash on misfortune and

instability.

Analyzing where the

next terrorist threat co-

mes from is important

and involves an analysis

of two issues- the envi-

ronment that generates

terrorists and the tools

•

which are used for terror.

Regarding the former, en-

vironmental degradation

and effects of climate

change may aggravate ex-

isting frustrations. Re-

garding the latter, the use

of super pathogens i.e.

bioweapons can have cat-

astrophic events. Global

powers need to analyze

the role of state actors in

providing non-state ac-

tors super pathogens.

The cyber age is still

in its infancy and the

world is yet to com-

pletely comprehend the

damage cyber tools can

do and thus not many

rules and guidelines

have been created at

this point. As the cyber

wave spreads farther,

counter terrorism will be-

come a growing business

in South Asia, in turn cre-

ating an opportunity for

the US to help India in de-

veloping counter cyber

terror capabilities.

Lack of governance to

project security enhances

the environment in which

terrorist groups may gain

momentum - like in Niger

and Burkina Faso. Gover-

nance issues eventually

give way to identity issues

and cause lone wolves to

come up.

•

•

�

(From L–R) Former Director, Intelligence Bureau; Managing

Director, Eurasia Group & President & Chief Executive Officer, Atlanta

Council on International Relations

Rajiv Jain, Robert Kaplan,

Robert Kennedy,

(From L–R) Deputy Coordinator for Regional and Multilateral Affairs,

Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, US Department of

State & Member, National Security Advisory Board

John Godfrey,

Alok Joshi,



ENERGY & TRADE TIES:
Growing Convergences

for Shared Prosperity

agreement on nuclear en-

ergy for India with the

hope to have a signed

agreement within the

year.

It is imperative that

both sides are percep-

tive towards each other’s

energy interests. India is

currently focusing on a

gas-based economy. By

2030, India plans to in-

crease its gas share by

6% with India-US gas

transport already in

place.

•

The recognition of the

role of energy in

trade is both apt and

timely as India transi-

tions to cleaner sources

of energy to meet its in-

creasing energy needs,

allowing for greater op-

portunity for engage-

ment between India and

US. India and US could

band other nations to-

gether to formalize poli-

cies for energy connec-

tivity across borders in

South Asia.

The Indian govern-

ment has been consis-

tently working to in-

crease foreign invest-

ment in energy, which

grew by 12% in 2018.

Concomitantly, India-US

engagement under this

umbrella have also en-

hanced substantially. Hy-

drocarbon imports from

US have increased to

USD 6 billion, making it

the largest crude oil ex-

porter to India, while In-

dia is the third largest im-

porter of crude oil from

US.

The US may look at

making a vesting house

•

•

•

•

The trade deficit has

reduced to USD 24 bil-

lion, the lowest since

2011 making it the right

time to look at a bilateral

trade agreement.

In 2018, certa in

trade regulations im-

posed by the Indian gov-

ernment in various in-

dustries like medical de-

vices, automobile, IT and

dairy had an impact on

the US and there is a sin-

cere desire to resolve

these trade issues.

•

•

It is key for India to

continue opening its mar-

kets and get integrated

into the global supply

chain, especially now

that countries around

the world are looking for

alternative spaces to in-

vest in other than China.

India and the US

have a clear example of

shared prosperity as the

US employs around

50,00,000 Indians while

India employs 1,00,000

Americans.

THE INDIA-US FORUM

06

(From L–R) Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Minister

of Steel, Government of India & Co-Chairman, Forbes Marshall

and Chairman, Ananta Aspen Centre

Dharmendra Pradhan,

Naushad Forbes,
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•

•

•

India and the US

need to deepen the inte-

gration of Indian firms in

US and US firms in India.

In both countries, firms

below a threshold have a

mindset of protecting

the domestic market and

this mindset needs to be

changed.

The greatest merit of

the US federal service

sector is the simplistic

manner in which foreign

firms can enter its mar-

kets. Indian firms should

be encouraged to take ad-

vantage of the ease of en-

tering federal markets

and simultaneously, the

process of entering the

Indian market should be

made easier for US firms.

There is an additional

opportunity that exists in

terms of building technol-

ogy relations between In-

dia and the US via univer-

sities. Some Indian phar-

maceutical firms are al-

ready engaged with Amer-

ican universities, but soft-

ware and technology

firms could still leverage

this avenue.

The execution of mov-

ing towards a cleaner en-

ergy mix will require a vi-

sion that encompasses

multiple aspects: stability

and good governance;

infrastructural necessi-

•

ties; strategy to overcome

price constraints; fitting

imports in the budget;

and innovation.

The American and In-

dian private sectors

should collaborate and

innovate to aid this tran-

sition to clean energy.

For the Indian needs,

this innovation could fa-

•

cilitate the utilization of

the yet unutilized gas in-

frastructure in India, de-

veloping cleaner and effi-

cient models of fishing

boats in marine areas

and research on how to

move towards a con-

sumer base of gas.

In the oil market, a

typical refinery is an 80-

20 business where 80%

is fuel and 20% is chemi-

cals. A new age transfor-

mation is underway

which has reversed the

ratio to 20-80. Chinese

refineries are working

on 75 (chemicals) and 25

(fuel). This ratio reversal

is going to accelerate as

we move forward pro-

viding a great opportu-

nity for Indian research

labs and Indian compa-

nies to collaborate and

explore opportunities

for efficient energy grid

expansion in India.

•

�

(From L–R) Senior Vice President, Tellurian Inc. and former U.S.

International Energy envoy to President Obama & United States

Ambassador to the Republic of India

Amos Hochstein,

Kenneth I. Juster,

(From L–R) Director General, Confederation of Indian Industry;

President, Strategy Development, Reliance Industries Limited &

Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, KPMG India

Chandrajit Banerjee,

Kamal Nanavaty, Arun

Kumar,
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DISRUPTIVE TECHNOLOGIES:
Building Synergy in

New & Emerging Sectors

(From L–R) Principal Scientific Advisor, Government of India &

Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export Administration,

Bureau of Industry & Security, US Department of Commerce

K Vijay Raghavan,

Richard Ashooh,

The volume of re-

search and develop-

ment (R&D) occurring in

the American private

space is quite high and

the US wants to promote

the trend of robust pri-

vate sector R&D. Coun-

tries, via R&D promotion,

should keep an eye out

for potential future tech-

nologies.

It would be benefi-

cial for India to promote

interaction of talent

within the verticals of an

•

industry. The infrastruc-

ture of the pharmaceuti-

cal and agriculture in-

dustries in India is ex-

traordinary and sym-

metrical ownership of

knowledge could

broaden the scope of in-

novation in both. This in-

novation would auto-

matically be more acces-

sible causing inclusive

growth.

Technology by itself

is an enabler of business

disruption but business

•

models have to evolve to

take advantage of what

technology can offer. All

recent business trends

have led to exponential

growth models while the

need is to have dynamic

and fluid ecosystems

that would accelerate

technological growth. In-

dia and US should work

together to create such

ecosystems.

There are ways by

which consumer experi-

ence can be altered by

•

technology. Over the

past few years, the retail

business has shifted on-

line, manufacturing has

become automated and

automation in healthcare

is being explored. Mar-

ket places have emerged

over the years with tech-

nologists who under-

stand business models.

There is scope for

large scale collaboration

between India and US

across various institu-

tions and sectors. Com-

•
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(From L–R) Vice Chairman & Managing Director, JetSynthesys (Jetline

Group) & Vice President & President, Qualcomm India & SAARC

Rajan Navani,

Rajen Vagadia,

mercial space could be

considered in this con-

text as the US is cur-

rently looking for a part-

ner in this area.

There are national se-

curity concerns in emerg-

ing technologies that

have not been contem-

plated yet - whether they

are for policy, prolifera-

tion or security. This con-

templation becomes

harder for policy makers

as R&D is concentrated in

the private sector.

Governments need

to develop a proper

framework to be on top

of emerging technology;

FDI coming in for emerg-

•

•

ing technologies; and reg-

ulate technology as it is

developed. If the intro-

duction of a technology

causes disruption, it

points to the failure of

adequate regulation by

lawmakers.

The Indian science

and development spaces

are abundant with talent

and skill, but they need

risk capital to invest in

ambitious projects. The

start-up ecosystem in In-

dia has significantly im-

proved but with influx of

risk capital, Indian start-

ups would reach global

competitive standards.

Intellectual partner-

•

•

ship between a country’s

thought leaders and deci-

sion makers is very im-

portant. The security con-

cerns associated with

data cannot be fully com-

prehended without such

partnerships on a daily

basis. This means cohe-

sion between universi-

ties, think tanks, govern-

ment and industry.

There will be a tec-

tonic shift with the ad-

vent of 5G - it will con-

nect man to machine

and machine to ma-

chine. It will connect ev-

ery single industry.

With a technology this

vast comes the respon-

sibility of security.

•

�

K Ananth Krishnan

Executive Vice President &

Chief Technology Officer,

TATA Consultancy Services



THE INDIA-US FORUM

10

IN CONVERSATION

(From L–R) Minister of External Affairs, Government of India & President & Chief

Executive Officer, Centre for Strategic and International Studies

S Jaishankar, John Hamre,

(From L–R) Deputy Secretary of State, The United States & Former Ambassador of

India to The United States

John J. Sullivan, Navtej Sarna,
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(From L–R) Minister of Railways and Minister of Commerce and Industry & Vice

Chairman & Partner, The Asia Group

Piyush Goyal, Richard Verma,

(FromL–R) Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs (IC)_ Civil Aviation (IC)_ and Minister

of State for Commerce and Industry, Government of India & Acting Director, United States

Trade & Development Agency

Hardeep Singh Puri,

Thomas R. Hardy,
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FROM KYOTO TO KATOWICE:
New Approaches for Combating

Environmental Challenges

It is important to talk

about the history of

what has happened over

the last 25 years and ac-

knowledge that no real

efforts towards the re-

duction of carbon emis-

sions were made in that

period.

Climate Change di-

plomacy has not pro-

gressed in a linear pat-

tern. Prior to the Paris

Agreement there was

“collective inaction”.

Paris offered a dream of

•

“collective action”. Post

Paris there has been “col-

lective realism”.

In the current phase

of “collective realism”

three new pillars of cli-

mate change diplomacy

have emerged: finance,

technology and trans-

parency. Climate / Sus-

tainable Finance needs

to be restructured with

private and institutional

capital. In terms of tech-

nology, big bets should

be made in green steel;

•

finding substitutes for ce-

ment; and start investing

in different kinds of tech-

nology like small modu-

lar nuclear reactors.

Lastly, we need to have

transparency in the pro-

cesses i.e. to trust but

verify.

I t has become a

growing need to com-

pound all the challenges

caused by cl imate

change/global warming

to enable the process of

finding solutions. The

•

(From L–R) Founder & Director, Centre for American Progress and

Former White House Chief of Staf & Director General, The Energy &

Resources Institute

John Podesta,

Ajay Mathur,

challenges include im-

pact on health, the need

to have super-efficient

buildings and markets,

ocean plastic pollution,

debilitation of the ma-

rine system and waste

management.

The way to solve the

emissions problem is

with technology. The

world knows of no para-

digm in which people

can afford a better living

without using energy.

Green development ,

•
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rejecting the President’s

decision to walk away

from taking responsibil-

ity of climate change.

These states now need

global cooperation in

technology development

to move forward.

India is on track to•

meet its target of pro-

ducing 175GW of energy

from renewables by

2022 and has deployed

more solar irrigation

pumps than any other

country in the world. In-

dia produces more than

21% of its energy from

renewables compared to

the US producing around

18% from renewables.

It is important for

countries around the

world to work towards

their Nationally Deter-

mined Contributions or

internal climate change

goals. However, the man-

ner in which goals are

achieved is more impor-

tant. The world needs to

develop bespoke finan-

cial solutions rather than

just ask for money for in-

vestment. It might be a

good idea to explore im-

pact bonds in terms of cli-

mate change.

•

�

(From L–R) Chairman, Ananta Centre and Chairman of the

Board, Godrej & Boyce Manufacturing Company Limited &

Member of the US House of Representatives (R – Wisconsin)

Jamshyd N. Godrej,

F James Sensenbrenner,

Jr.

(From L–R) Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Council on Energy,

Environment and Water & Deputy Assistant Administrator

for Asia, USAID

Arunabha Ghosh,

Ann Marie Yastishock,

with IPR protection, is

the best development

for India.

Twenty-Five states

have formed the US Cli-

mate lines and agreed to

take the responsibility to

work on climate change

in their states, thereby

•
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SOFT POWER:
Leveraging all its Aspects to

Strengthen Bilateral Relations

(From L–R) Foreign Editor, Hindustan Times and Distinguished

Fellow & Head, Strategic Affairs, Ananta Aspen Centre & Chairperson,

Central Board of Film Certification

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri,

Prasoon Joshi,

Human race needs to

make efforts to pro-

tect things that are in-

trinsic to local values

and cultures. The initial

image of India as a pov-

erty struck nation has

changed to a great ex-

tent. Efforts need to be

made at a l l leve ls .

Bollywood and the di-

verse variety of Indian

food are small factors

that have been used to

promote Indian image

outside the country but

it is now defined by

some particular parame-

ters which are far more

complex than they look.

Soft power is a narra-

tive one dictates about

themselves to the world.

It is important for India to

bank on democracy and

success of agricultural rev-

olution to promote its im-

age outside. Cultural and

student exchange pro-

•

(From L–R) Senior Advisor to the Administrator

of USAID & Editor, Asian News

International

Kaush Arha,

Smita Prakash,
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grams undertaken by uni-

versities could also aid in

growing one’s influence

in the world.

Being a function of

narratives, soft power

can only be leveraged

with a free media. Media

includes multiple formats

which would harness eco-

nomic and cultural bene-

fit. An India-US collabora-

tion in Hollywood and

Bollywood, for example,

can be seen as profitable

to both nations.

Women empower-

ment is the best soft

power promotion. When

women have equal op-

portunities, the GDP of

the world will increase

by manifolds. Discus-

sions between nations

•

•

need to be held on how

to include women in dif-

ferent fields and aspects

and create a more inclu-

sive society.

(From L–R) Ravenel B. Curry III Distinguished Fellow in Strategy

and Statesmanship, Hudson Institute Global View Columnist, The Wall Street Journal &

Member of the US House of Representatives (D - Florida)

Walter Russell Mead,

Lois Frankel,

• India needs to pay at-

tention to its human de-

velopment index. South-

ern India can be seen as an

exception to this as they

have done exceptionally

well in the past few years.

Authenticity by definition

is what India should capi-

talize on.�

REFORMS IN MULTILATERALISM:
How are India and US Placed

to Deal with a New Multilateral Era

we need multilat-

eral platforms be-

cause of interdepen-

dence, but the realities

of power cannot be

pushed away simply by

joining a multilateral sys-

tem. The UN might be

the most well-known

multilateral platform but

its dependence on the

US for logistical support

creates an imbalance.

The trend over the

past few decades has

been away from multi-

lateralism, mostly toward

•

bilateralism. Forty-Five

per cent of India’s GDP co-

mes from international

sources, which makes in-

ternational cooperation

quite important for India.
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ate an institution akin to

the WTO for the South

Asian sphere; conceptu-

alize digital projects to in-

tegrate the digital di-

mension on the Indo-

Pacific; and consider

spearheading an interna-

tional convention of

cyber space.

The current multilat-

eral architectures were

created post Second

World War and need to

be updated for the 21st

century with concepts

like the digital economy

woven in. We need to

consider democratizing

the inherited institutions

to stop fragmentation

and consider adopting

notions of shared re-

sponsibility and shared

power to ensure effec-

tiveness going forward.

Multilateralism would

only work if nobody is

left out.

•

�

(From L–R) Member of the US House of Representatives (D -

California) & Former Indian Ambassador and Permanent

Representative to The United Nations In New York

Julia Brownley,

Asoke Mukerji,

(From L–R) President, The International Republican Institute;

Former Under Secretary General for Economic & Social Affairs to the United Nations &

Deputy Opinion Editor, The Washington Times

Daniel Twining, Nitin Desai,

Ethan Epstein,

India & US would be per-

fect to assume the leader-

ship role to reform and ex-

pand the idea of

multilateralism, espe-

cially in South Asia.

India and US would

be natural allies to de-

•

velop multilateral issue-

based coalitions as both

countries are supporters

of multilateralism and

are the highest contribu-

tors to the UN fund. One

such coalition could be

formed for maritime co-

operation between India

and US in the Indo Pa-

cific region. India’s lead-

ership in the formation

of the International Solar

Alliance is a great exam-

ple.

India and US could

take the initiative to: cre-

•
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(From L–R) President & Chief Executive Officer, Hudson Institute;

Columnist, The Washington Post & Chairman, Research and Information

SystemforDevelopingCountries

Kenneth Weinstein, Josh

Rogin, Mohan Kumar,

caused countries around

the world to reassess their

outlook towards their west

Asian economic partners.

Both India and US en-

joy good relations with

Israel and the possibility

of trilateral collaboration

could be considered.

West Asia enjoyed a

period of peace in which

there was a balance of

power, which is inter-

rupted today. India-US

should focus on intelli-

gence sharing and con-

sider the formation of a

combined task force

aimed at maintaining the

geopolitical equilibrium.

•

•

�

army from the country.

The last decade has

seen more protectionism in

the region, which has

•

• India could play a role

in the upcoming negotia-

tions between US and Iran

under the backdrop of the

withdrawal of the US

FOCUS WEST ASIA:
Shaping a Collaborative Strategy

with 8 million Indi-

ans currently re-

siding in West Asia, India

has a special interest in

the region.

While India and US

have different views to-

wards West Asia, energy

is the main area of inter-

est for both in the re-

gion. A common assess-

ment over the region

would highlight opportu-

nities for India-US col-

laboration.

There is a lot of un-

predictability in West

Asia but as US’ depend-

ence over the region de-

creases, the geopolitical

architectures of the East

and West with respect to

West Asia will be stirred.

•

•

(From L–R) Former Special Envoy to the Prime Minister of India &

Director & Senior Executive Vice President – Defence, Member of the

Board and Director, L&T Limited

S K Lambah,

Jayant Patil,
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(From L–R) Acting Assistant Secretary of State for South & Central Asia, US

Department of State & Secretary (DP), Ministry of Defence, Government

of India

Alice Wells,

Ajay Kumar,

The defence and secu-

rity cooperation be-

tween India and the US

has steadily progressed

over the years, spurred

by the growing trade re-

lationship and private

sector cooperation.

Both countries have

a deal for a fighter air-

craft and have also re-

cently conducted joint de-

fence exercises in Africa.

US is a major de-

fence partner for India

but there is scope to en-

•

•

DEFENCE AND
SECURITY PARTNERSHIP:
The Next Steps

(From L–R) Vice President, Strategy & Business Development, Lockheed

Martin Aeronautics & Distinguished Fellow, Heritage Foundation

Adjunct Professor, Patrick Henry College and Former Acting Director, Defense

Intelligence Agency

Vivek Lall,

David Shedd,
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(From L–R) President, Infrastructure and Defence & Aerospace,

Tata Sons Private Limited & Member of the US House of Representatives

(R-SouthCarolina)

Banmali Agrawala,

Joe Wilson,

tionship, more joint ven-

tures between the two

countries’ industries are

imperative. In the imme-

diate future, ventures

between American tech

firms and India's start-

up ecosystem should be

encouraged to facilitate

India's transition to sus-

tainable infrastructure

& energy.

Maintaining the bal-

ance of power in the

Indo-Pacific is a shared in-

terest of both countries.

The widening Chinese in-

fluence in the Indian

Ocean has highlighted the

need for India and US to

align their maritime secu-

rity approach in the re-

gion. India needs to ac-

quire technology to safe-

guard the region and US

would be an ideal collab-

orator to that end. An in-

crease in the quantity of

US defence manufactur-

ing factories in India

would also benefit the In-

dian position.

•

�

Indrani Bagchi

Senior Diplomatic Editor,

Times of India

•

•

The beginning of the

2+2 dialogue between

the two countries and

the strength of the rela-

tionship between Presi-

dent Trump and Prime

Minister Modi have

buoyed the strategic ties.

In order to ensure

longevity in the strate-

gic, security and de-

fence ties of this rela-

hance this relationship

by enabling the sharing

of intelligence, defence

technology and advance

defence equipment.

Collaboration be-

tween India and US in the

fields of cyber security,

space and counter terror-

ism would be beneficial

to the geopolitical envi-

ronments of both regions.

•
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MEMBERS OF US CONGRESS
THROUGH THE YEARS...

Pete Olsen Teri Sewell

Tom Suozzi

Brenda Lawrence

F James Sensenbrenner

George Holding

Dina Titus

Lois FrankelDrew Ferguson

Joe Wilson

Julia Brownley

Raja Krishnamoorthi
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