
SPEAKER PROFILES

Dr Naushad Forbes, Chairman, Ananta Aspen Centre; and Co-Chairman, Forbes Marshall

[image: ]Dr. Naushad Forbes is the Co-Chairman of Forbes Marshall, India's leading Steam Engineering and Control Instrumentation firm. He is Chairman, Ananta Aspen Centre, and Centre for Technology, Innovation and Economic Research (CTIER). Forbes Marshall’s deep process knowledge helps their customers save energy, improve product quality, increase process efficiency, and run a clean and safe factory. Forbes Marshall has consistently ranked amongst India's Great Places to Work. Naushad is on the Board of several educational institutions and public companies. Naushad has long been an active member of CII and was President of CII from 2016 to 17.

Dr Rajiv Kumar, Chairman, Pahle India Foundation

[image: ]Dr. Rajiv Kumar is the Chairman of Pahle India Foundation, a non-profit making research think tank.   He is the former Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog.  He is currently Member Global Leadership Council, GASP, New York.  He is also a Director on Parley India Foundation. He also serves as the Chancellor of Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, Pune and Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow.

He has wide experience of having worked in academia, government, industry as well as in multilateral institutions.  He started his academic career in Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER) as a Researcher during 1977-1982.  He later became the Director & CEO of ICRIER between 2006 and 2011.  He was a Professor at the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT) and a Senior Fellow at the Centre for Policy Research(CPR), Delhi.  

In the government, he was Economic Advisor with Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), Ministry of Finance (1991-1995) and Senior Consultant at the Bureau of Industrial Costs and Prices(BICP), Ministry of Industry (1989-1991).  
His experience in the multilateral financial institutions was with Asian Development Bank(ADB), Manila, where he spent 10 years before returning to India in 2004.  He was also the Chief Economist of the Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) during 2004-2006 and Secretary General of Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) during 2011-2013.  He served on the Central Boards of State Bank of India for two terms and was also on the Central Board of Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Dr. R. Kavita Rao,  Director, National Institute of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP), New Delhi.
[image: ]
Her areas of research interest are Tax Policy Design, Design and implementation of Goods and Services Taxes (GST), Impact of tax incentives, Perceptions on tax compliance & implications. 

Dr. Rao holds a Ph.D in Economics from the Indian Statistical Institute, Calcutta; Masters in Economics from Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi; and a Bachelors degree in Economics from University of Delhi. 


MODERATOR

Mr A K Bhattacharya, Distinguished Fellow, Ananta Centre, Editorial Director, Business Standard[image: ]
A.K Bhattacharya  is  an  economic  journalist.  He  has served as the Editor of Business Standard and is currently its  Editorial  Director.  Earlier,  he  was  the  Editor  of  The Pioneer  and  worked  for  The  Financial  Express  and  The Economic Times in different leadership roles. For many years, he has been writing a column, Raisina Hill, which appears  in  Business  Standard  and  comments  on government  affairs,  development  issues  and  the economy.  He  won  the  Shriram  Lifetime  Achievement Award for Excellence in Financial Journalism in 2017.  He is the author of The Rise of Goliath: Twelve Disruptions That Changed India, published by Penguin in July 2019. His upcoming book, due later in 2021 from Penguin, captures the story of India’s finance ministers.
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